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CONCEPT NOTE 

Webinar on “Cyber security, online learning & school children- Amid Covid 19: 

The fact can’t be overruled that the COVID-19 pandemic is far more than a health crisis: it is affecting 

societies and economies at their core. Pandemic has varied impact on nation to nation and demographics 

to demographics. There is not a single class of population who has not got effected by COVID19.  

As the world continues to navigate its way through the impact of COVID-19 across all aspects of life, be it 

business houses or academic institutions many people today are working remotely. Unfortunately, this has 

also led to a spike in incidents of cyber-crimes threatening the security of organisations’ critical data and 

communications.  

With over 560 million internet users, India is the second largest online market in the world, ranked only 

behind China. It was estimated that by 2023, there would be over 650 million internet users the country. 

Despite the large base of internet users, the internet penetration rate in the country stood at around 50 

percent in 2020. This meant that around half of the 1.37 billion Indians had access to internet that year. 

There has been a consistent increase in internet accessibility compared to just five years ago, when the 

internet penetration rate was around 27 percent.(Source: https://www.statista.com/topics/2157/internet-

usage-in-india/) 

As per latest report by the Internet & Mobile Association of India (IAMAI), approximately 71 million 

children aged between 5-11 years in India access the internet on the devices of their family members, 

constituting nearly 14% of country active internet users base of over 500 million.  

Cyber security risks have gained prominence with the advent of COVID-19. In this situation, there is a need 

to work and perform under certain guidelines and solutions that can help organisations/institutions to ensure 

continuity of their work and maintain data security. With people working remotely and dependent on cloud 

services and remote applications, organisations/institutions are accountable for ensuring that adequate 

authentication and access management policies are in place to protect their networks and sensitive data. This 

will ensure confidentiality, integrity, and non-repudiation of data and the overall continuity of routine 

operations. 

 

In addition to this, the study from home model also mandates that the students and teachers communicate 

and collaborate among themselves and with parents and guardian in a secure digital environment. To make 

this possible, the communications and interface platform should have robust security features and strike a 

balance between convenience and protection along with a built-in encryption system. 

 

To deal with the problem arising from use of insecure personal devices, there is an urgent need to create 

awareness on various methods that guarantees security from cyber-threats and attacks and cyber bullying 

especially for students who are having access to education through online interface. This is equally 

important to be cautious when students and institutions are sharing accessing links or portals to attend 

classes, outside of work, that otherwise appear safe. There is also the risk of infecting organisational IT 

resources with malware. 

 

It is very important and imperative that institutions and parents guard children against possibilities of cyber 

insecurity, as software methods alone may not always be sufficient enough and hackers can intrude through 

various means such as social hacking.  

https://www.statista.com/topics/2157/internet-usage-in-india/
https://www.statista.com/topics/2157/internet-usage-in-india/


 

Keeping in mind the above context CCR (Center for Child Rights) supported by UNICEF (United Nations 

International Children Emergency Fund) under NUSRL (National University of Study and Research in Law) 

is organizing a webinar on “Cyber security, online learning & school children- Amid Covid 19 with the 

following objectives: 

 

1. To create awareness among children on the positive and negative aspects of electronic 

communication. 

2. To explain how to identity the differences between personal and private information. 

3. To orient students, parents and school teachers on how they can realize the dangerous situations on 

the Internet and protect themselves against cyberbullying 

4. To create awareness on safe online behaviours and how to apply strategies for dealing with unsafe 

situations. 

5. To share simple child friendly tips on cyber security 

 

Webinar Theme:   

“Cyber security, online learning & school children- Amid Covid 19”      

 

Target audience: School/College students, teachers and parents.     

 

About the key speaker:  

 

Mr. Purnendu Singh 

Mr. Purnendu Singh is the director of Cyber Peace Foundation. Cyber Peace Foundation(CPF) 

https://www.cyberpeace.org/ is an award-winning nonpartisan civil society organization, think 

tank of cybersecurity and policy experts with the vision of pioneering Cyber Peace Initiatives 

to build collective resiliency against cybercrimes & global threats of cyber warfare. CPF is 

involved in Policy Advocacy, Research and Training related to all aspects of Cyber Peace and 

Cyber Security. Key areas of Cyber Peace Foundation work are in Technology Governance, 

Policy Review and Advocacy, Capacity and Capability creation and building through partnerships with 

various government organizations, academic institutions and civil society entities. 

                                                                                          

Webinar Date:   

05.08.2020 

PATRON-IN-CHIEF 

Prof.(Dr.) Kesava Rao Vurrakula, 

Vice Chancellor, NUSRL 

 

GUESTS OF HONOUR/KEY SPEAKER 

Mr.Purnendu Singh 

Director-Cyber Peace Foundation 

 

Ms.Priti Srivastava 

Child Protection Specialist-UNICEF 

 

INHOUSE SPEAKER 

Dr. K. Syamala 

Associate Professor-cum-Director (Research & Training) 

Chairperson- Center for Child Rights (CCR-NUSRL) 

https://www.cyberpeace.org/
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FACULTY  

Dr. K. Syamala 
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(Research & Training) 

Chairperson- Center for Child Rights(CCR-NUSRL) 

 

MODERATOR 

Faiz Ahmad 

Technical Consultant 

Center for Child Rights 

(CCR-NUSRL) 
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